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Portable, flow measurement flume is temporarily 
installed in a farm ditch to test whether a permanent 
structure will work. 
 
Cooperative Agreements Signed with 
University of Arizona, Yuma 
Agricultural Center 
     Two Cooperative Agreements were recently 
signed between the University of Arizona, Yuma 
Agricultural Center, and the Bureau of 
Reclamation, Yuma Area Office, for water 
conservation projects in the Yuma Area. 
    The cooperative agreements were awarded 
through the Reclamation Water Conservation 
Field Services Program (WCFSP) to demonstrate 
active support for local water conservation 
efforts and encouragement for efficient use of 
water supplies.  WCFSP assists in developing 
effective water management and conservation 
plans; promotes and supports water conservation 
public outreach; demonstrates conservation 
technologies; and encourages and promotes 
implementation of water efficiency measures.  

    “Water conservation is crucial to the prudent 
and economic management of our water 
resources,” said Reclamation’s Lower Colorado 
Regional Director Bob Johnson. “It is a 
management tool that can help make our water 
supplies stretch further, and Reclamation is 
proud to partner with these entities to help them 
with their water resource needs.” 
    These two agreements will provide on-the-
ground technical assistance to farmers in the 
Yuma-Mesa Irrigation District for efficient water 
management. Both projects will be funded 
equally by the University and Reclamation. 
    An on-farm water measurement program will 
provide assistance to growers who wish to install 
accurate flow measurement structures in their 
irrigation systems. The University will work 
directly with growers to provide designs for 
accurate water measurement structures and 
assistance with their installation. The structures 
will be cost-shared through a separate program 
with the Yuma-Mesa Irrigation District. 
    An on-farm outreach program for improved 
irrigation practices will provide direct assistance 
to irrigators to apply more efficient methods of 
managing irrigations. Assistance to irrigators 
will be through individual training and through 
University-sponsored workshops. The University 
will provide training to irrigators in newly-
developed methods to avoid applying more water 
than necessary during irrigation. This will save 
farmers and irrigators time and money while at 
the same time avoid wasting valuable water. 
    For both agreements, Reclamation, Yuma 
Area Office, will provide training, equipment, 
and technical support to the University. Both 
projects are scheduled to be completed by 
August 20, 2006. 
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New flow measurement structure at the heading of the 
Gila Gravity Main Canal began service last week at 2,100 
cubic feet per second. 
 
Water Conservation Field Services 
Program Plan for Fiscal Year 2006 
 
    Our fiscal and planning year starts on 
September 30 and we are developing our annual 
Program Plan with the Field Services Program to 
assist you with getting efficient water 
management “on the ground”. Fiscal Year ’06 
will be a busy year for us, because you, the water 
user and conservation organizations, are actively 
implementing your water conservation plans.  
The goals of our Fiscal Year ’06 plan are: 
Revised 5-year Water Conservation Plans:   

• Cibola Valley Irrigation District 
• City of Yuma 
• Coachella Valley Irrigation District 
• Palo Verde Irrigation District 
• North Gila Valley Irrigation District 
• Yuma Irrigation District 

Implementation of Conservation Measures: 
• Cocopah flow measurement 
• CRIT SCADA system 
• Marine Corps Air Station agricultural 

leases flow measurement 
• Several miscellaneous small flow 

measurement projects 
• Yuma-Mesa on-farm flume program 
• Yuma-Mesa district flow measurement 

Demonstration Projects: 
• Parker Valley NRCD flow measurement 

demonstration 
• Farm - Flume Recorder prototype field 

testing and evaluation in cooperation 
with Reclamation’s Denver lab. 

Education: 
• Yuma-Mesa on-farm irrigation water 

management (cut-off time) in cooperation 
with the University of Arizona 

• Imperial Valley irrigator’s workshop in 
cooperation with the University of 
California and other sponsors 

• Yuma Area flow measurement design 
and construction workshop 

• Begin development of Yuma Valley 
irrigator’s cut-off time 

Water 2025 Program Support: 
• Bard Water District canal modernization 
• Coachella Valley on-farm water 

management program  
• Gila Gravity Main Canal SCADA 

System 
• Imperial Irrigation District, All-American 

Canal flow measurement and automation 
of  Central Main Canal lateral headings 

• Yuma County Water Users, water 
measurement and control and canal lining 
projects 

Support for Other Reclamation Programs 
• Flow measurement support for Yuma 

Area Office’s Yuma Valley 
groundwater management  SCADA 
system 

• 5% spot checks support for payback 
of inadvertent overruns of 
entitlements 

• Water conservation plan information 
and support to Lower Colorado 
Region for 43 CFR 417, Procedures 
for Implementing Water 
Conservation Measures with Lower 
Basin Contractors 
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